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Home of the Panthers! 
October Newsletter 

Dates to Remember… 
 
October 3- District 
Accountability Committee 
Community Forum 
@Eaglecrest High School 
6:30pm-8:00pm 
 
October 5- Cultures Night 
@Ponderosa 6:00pm-7:30pm 
 
October 7- STEAM-a-Palooza 
@Cherry Creek Innovation 
Campus  
9:00am-3:00pm 
 
October 10- PTCO Meeting 
@Ponderosa 5:00pm-6:00pm 
 
October 16-20- FALL BREAK 
NO SCHOOL 
 
October 25- District P.A.S.S 
Meeting @Eaglecrest High 
School 6:00pm-7:30pm 
 

From Mr. Gerity and Mrs. Polzin 
Dear Ponderosa Community, 
 
There was so much energy in the building during our first month 
of school.  Returning students were eager to come back and 
connect with old friends, make new friends, and begin learning 
and growing within their classroom community. We also 
welcomed new families and watched as they began to form new 
friendships.  It has been an exciting beginning to the year, full of 
making connections and building relationships. 
 
I want to thank the community for welcoming me, Sarah Polzin, 
with open arms as the new Assistant Principal of Ponderosa.  I 
take great pride in joining our school community and have 
enjoyed getting to know so many wonderful students and 
families over the last few weeks.     
 
While this is my first year as an assistant principal, I come to 
Ponderosa with a variety of experiences which have taught me a 
lot and have greatly prepared me for this part of my 
journey.  Some of those experiences include beginning my 
teaching career at Polton Elementary School, supporting schools 
as the district Elementary Science Coordinator, and most recently 
the Multi-Tiered Systems of Support (MTSS) Coordinator for High 
Plains Elementary School.  I firmly believe strong relationships 
and connections are the foundation of learning for all students, 
and all students deserve to feel safe in showing up as their true 
selves and discovering their sense of belonging in our school 
community. 
 
School Focus- 2023-2024 School Year 

 
Every year we create a school focus based on the current needs 
of our students.  Much of this determination comes from our 
students’ performance on the Colorado Measures of Academic 
Success (CMAS).  Based on the results we have decided to focus 
on the following areas to improve outcomes for every student. 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

Continued. 
• Math Instruction 

o Our dedicated staff will be working with a consulting 
firm, 2 Partner, and math leaders within the district to 
uplift our math instruction for all students.  Our 
teachers will be focusing on deepening their 
understanding of the major work of mathematics 
while enhancing their instructional practices to focus 
on the Math Workshop Model through collaborative 
planning and learning from one another in structured 
learning walks. 

• Social Emotional Learning  
o Our teachers will be using the Second Step 

curriculum during our Connect to Kids time each 
morning to support students in deepening their own 
social emotional learning while focusing on building 
a welcoming and inclusive classroom community. 

• Strong Universal Instruction 
o Research has shown that providing adequate, 

protected learning time for all students to engage in 
high quality, rigorous, standards-based grade-level 
content improves learning outcomes.  Our block 
schedule has been adapted to better meet this need 
by providing more time for universal instruction, and 
less time on targeted instruction.  This shift will 
ensure every student has time to engage in grade-
level content while also having individual needs met 
throughout the day. 

 

2022-2023 CMAS Results 

 
The 2022-2023 CMAS results have arrived! Individual scores for 
students in grades 3, 4, and 5 during the 2022-2023 school year 
were sent home during the week of September 18th.  The overall 
school scores indicated that based on performance: 

• 23.2% of students are college or career ready in the area of 
English Language Arts with a Median Growth Percentile of 
36.0. 

• 22.3% of students are college or career ready in the area of 
Mathematics with a Median Growth Percentile of 45.0. 

• 11.0% of students are college or career ready in the area of 
Science. 

As a Professional Learning Community (PLC), our staff will be using 
this data in conjunction with district universal screening and 
diagnostic data, and classroom data to make informed decisions 
on instructional next steps for all students.  This along with 
intentional efforts around our school focus, will improve academic 
outcomes. 
 
We pride ourselves on our community events.   Thank you to 
everyone who came out and enjoyed our Ice Cream Social!  We 
look forward to seeing you at our next event, Culture’s Night, on 
October 5, 2023. 
 
I look forward to connecting with all of you throughout this school 
year.   
 
Thank you! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates to Remember… 
 
October 26- Special Education 
Advisory Committee @Cherry 
Creek Innovation Campus 
5:30pm-7:30pm 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.immunizecolorado.org/what-we-do/no-and-low-cost-vaccines/


 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.immunizecolorado.org/what-we-do/no-and-low-cost-vaccines/


 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


